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News 

 

Lent Vision in Focus 

 

The Lent Vision in Focus has thoughts and ideas to use throughout the 
season, including a booklist for those who want to do some extra reading at 
this time.  
You can view the Lent Vision in Focus on our webpage here. 

 

Lent Appeal 2024 - Safe Parks 
Initiative 

 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/vision-in-focus-lent/


As you know, this year’s Lent Appeal is for our link diocese, The Highveld in 
South Africa. In responding to this appeal, you will be supporting projects 
aimed at communities and churches throughout the diocese. 
 
I would like to highlight the Safe Parks initiative. 
 
HABSR, the Highveld Anglican Board for Social Responsibility is working 
tirelessly with churches, schools and households to give their people the skills 
and resources to improve their lives. 
 
Many young children are left in the care of older siblings when their school 
day ends. These older children shoulder the responsibility of this care on a 
daily basis, when they are barely old enough to look after themselves. 
 
HIV/AIDS has decimated and dislocated families, and there is often no adult 
available to look after the children. Many mothers are alone because their 
partners have died, are working away, or they have been deserted during 
pregnancy. Many children have been orphaned and are looked after by 
members of their extended family. 
 
The need was recognised to offer orphans and vulnerable children a safe 
environment where they can meet and play. 
 
Child Care Advocates assist in the care and support of the children in the 
Safe Park, which provides after school care for children in the form of a 
nutritious meal, homework supervision, supervised games and sports, and 
where necessary, counselling. 
 
The children are also assisted with obtaining birth certificates and ID 
documents, as well as applying for grants from the Department of Social 
Services. 
 
In 2013 there were six Safe Parks in the Diocese of the Highveld; caring for 
children varying in numbers from 30 to 300 per venue. 

 



 

 

During our visit to All Saints church 
in the parish of Mayflower, on the 
Swaziland – now Eswatini, border 
of the diocese last November, 
Bishop Cherry and Bishop Charles 
blessed the Community Hall; built 
with donations from the Diocese of 
Monmouth following our last group 
visit in 2017. 

 

        

This is a perfect safe space for a 
Safe Park, but the loss of trained 
personnel, and the lack of suitable 
replacements means that there is 
no Safe Park running in Mayflower 
at the moment.   

 
 

         

 

Fr Tony of the St. Illtud Ministry Area, visiting their link parish of Embalenhle, 
found that the Safe Park there has also had to close. 

HABSR also experienced difficulties in accessing funding to train volunteers 
and Advocates, and when the COVID pandemic reduced church 
congregations by fifty per cent in some cases, the project lost momentum. 
 
Sakhile in Sanderson is the only Safe Park currently functioning in the 
diocese. This is thanks to Fr. Maseko, who uses his own money ensuring 
children get something to eat. The people helping him with homework 
provision and other activities do so voluntarily; and new Child Care Advocates 
will need to be trained before other Safe Parks can be opened. 



 
These children are the future of the Church in the Highveld. 
 
Remember them in your prayers; and since the Safe Park initiative is dead in 
the water without the vital funding needed, please respond positively to our 
Diocesan Lent Appeal. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Chris Purkiss 
St. Cadoc’s Church Caerleon twinned with All Souls Church Northmead 
Benoni. 

 

How to Donate - Lent Appeal 

If you would like to donate to the Lent Appeal 2024, you are able to do so in 
the following ways: 

• A cheque made payable to “Monmouth DBF” can be sent to the 
Diocesan Office at 64 Caerau Road, Newport, NP20 4HJ. Please 
ensure you write “Lent Appeal 2024” on the back of the cheque. 

• By bank transfer, including the reference “Lent Appeal 2024” within 
the transaction. 
 

Ministry Areas will already have the diocesan bank details, but if there are any 
queries, or any individuals would also like to donate this way, please contact 
the Diocesan Office on (01633) 267490 who will provide the necessary 
details. 

 

New Vicar for Heart of 
Monmouthshire MA 

Bishop Cherry is delighted to announce the appointment of Revd Dr. William 
Ingle-Gillis, as a Vicar in the Heart of Monmouthshire Ministry Area. 

tel:01633267490


 

 

Will, originally from Texas, has 
served in Monmouth Diocese since 
his ordination at St. Woolos’ 
Cathedral in 2004. He has served 
as Curate in the Rectorial Benefice 
of Caldicot; Priest-in-Charge in 
Caerwent, later forming the 
Wentwood Ministry Area; then 
again as Priest-in-Charge of 
Maindee & Lliswerry, later 
becoming the Ministry Area leader 
of the Beechwood Ministry Area. 

 

        

In addition to holding several small Diocesan roles over the years, Will has 
taught ordinands in Cardiff and currently serves as a Diocesan Vocations 
Advisor. In his spare time he enjoys science fiction, language learning, travel, 
writing, and cookery (not least American slow-cook barbecue!). He is currently 
working on a book based around daily prayer with the lectionary readings. 
 
Will is looking forward to returning to rural ministry, and to joining the lively, 
innovative team in the Heart of Monmouthshire. 
 
He will take his final service in Beechwood on Easter Day and be licensed on 
April 30th in St Mary’s Church in Usk. 

 

Safeguarding Sunday 

 



Safeguarding Sunday this year takes place on Sunday 17th November. This 
is an opportunity to raise safeguarding awareness within our churches, 
demonstrating our commitment to being a Safe Church, fostering an 
environment where everyone can worship and participate in the life of the 
church in safety.  
 
Join in as churches across the country come together to reflect on their own 
safeguarding journey, and to highlight and celebrate all the good work that is 
being done by so many behind the scenes to protect vulnerable people.  
 
The Christian safeguarding charity, Thirtyone:eight, coordinates this 
campaign, and provides digital church resource packs that will give you 
everything you need to plan and run your service.  
 
These are available when you register with them at 
https://thirtyoneeight.org/get-involved/safeguarding-sunday/  

The Church in Wales is committed to provide a 
safe, happy, and supportive environment of 
mission and ministry in which all God’s people 
can grow and develop in their Christian 
commitment.  
 
Find out more about our policy and training: 
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-
and-members/safeguarding/ 

 

 

         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://thirtyoneeight.org/get-involved/safeguarding-sunday/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/
https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/clergy-and-members/safeguarding/


Training and Events 

 

National LLM Support Day 2024 

If you are interested in attending this online event, please ensure you register 
by 13th March using the following link https://bit.ly/3U20loA 

 

To view this in Welsh please click here. 

 

 
 
 

https://bit.ly/3U20loA
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/b21873c2-f927-921c-a25b-ad222fe7dfbb.png


Week of Guided Prayer 

 

If you would like to find out more please contact Revd. Lea Ryder - 
LeaRyder@cinw.org.uk 

 

mailto:LeaRyder@cinw.org.uk?subject=null&body=null
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/week-of-guided-prayer-online-2024-tickets-830330219037


Come and Sing - 26th March 

 

 



Holy Week & Easter 2024 

 

 



Services 

 

 

 
 
Join us for the Lent 3 service from the Cathedral, this Sunday at 10:30am 
here. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtube.com/live/cSx--x913Dc


Vacancies 

 

Ministry Area Leader - Netherwent 
MA 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/1735f424-8a85-a1db-a17c-df2b414401f7/Netherwent_MAL_Advert_VS.pdf


For an informal conversation please contact Venerable Ian Rees 
on 07983 684151 or archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 
Application form and full profile available at 
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/ 
 
Or can be found below: 
Nethwerwent Ministry Area Leader Advert / Netherwent MAL Advert 
Welsh 
Ministry Area Leader Role Profile 
Application Form 
Applications should be submitted by email to: 
archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk  
 

Closing date for applications:  
April 3rd 2024  

 
Interviews to take place on:  

April 29th 2024  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:07983684151
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=null&body=null
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/ef264479-88f3-9f7a-2a2e-a05416236765/Netherwent_MAL_Advert_VS.docx
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/c9eba1d8-36fe-5364-6292-fe2694919dcf/Netherwent_MAL_Advert_Welsh.docx
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/c9eba1d8-36fe-5364-6292-fe2694919dcf/Netherwent_MAL_Advert_Welsh.docx
https://monmouth.contentfiles.net/media/documents/Netherwent_MA_Leader_Profile_Final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/8904bdb2-18cf-9a7e-47b6-9050f69d4af5/Application_Form_Netherwent_MAL_March_2024.docx
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=null&body=null


House for Duty Priest - North 
Monmouthshire MA 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/5f23b53b-da4c-b953-c887-585f2363f4f0/North_Mons_MA_HforD_advert_February_2024_bilingual.01.pdf


For an informal conversation please contact The Revd. Julian Gray, Ministry 
Area Leader on 01873 859881 or mardyvicarage@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Application form and full profile available at: 
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/  
 
Or can be found below: 
North Mons MA HforD Bilingual Advert 
HforD Role Profile 
Application Form 
 
Applications should be submitted by email to: 
archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk 
 

Closing date for applications:  
Friday 15th March 2024 

 
Interviews to take place soon after. 

 

mailto:mardyvicarage@yahoo.co.uk
https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/739f81b5-080e-2d83-8939-27a6c932e88f/North_Mons_MA_HforD_advert_February_2024_bilingual.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/ae64027b-c8ff-7595-49ef-0971f7899839/Profile_North_Mons_Llanddewi_Rhydderch.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/c41b3e9b-0a34-064b-08ee-4a89acd26900/Application_Form_North_Mons_Application_March_2024.docx
mailto:archdeacon.monmouth@churchinwales.org.uk

