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News 

 

Chrism Mass  

https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201&id=6eb6363c16


 

A beautiful Chrism Mass was held at Newport Cathedral this week. 
 
Held every year during Holy Week, the service couples the blessing of sacred oils with 
the opportunity for clergy and licensed lay ministers to reaffirm their commitment to 
God’s call on their lives. 
 
More than 100 people filled the cathedral to celebrate the blessing of the the oil of the 
sick, the oil of the catechumens and the holy chrism oil. 
 
During her sermon Bishop Cherry spoke of the moments when we find ourselves 
reflecting on where God has been in our lives; how we’ve been led to this time or 
season in life.  
 
She went on to share her journey and the characters that have been part of her own 
‘God-story’. 
 
You can read Bishop Cherry’s full sermon here 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/87293dd4-6e86-26bc-4b68-bddd4a2770d6/Chrism_Mass_Sermon_2024_002_.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

Lent Appeal 2024 - Our Parish Link 

Sanibonani: I see you. 
Yebo: Yes. 
Ninjani: How are you? 
Siyaphila: We are well. 
 
This is a traditional Zulu greeting. 
 
Many of you have followed the Lenten reflections on the Highveld. You may wonder if 
there is anything else you can do as well as supporting the Bishop’s Lent Appeal. If so 
you may like to consider linking your parish or ministry area with a parish in the 
Diocese of the Highveld. 
 



Tad Tony and I were very lucky when we came to St Illtyd MA, because there was a 
well-established link with the parishes of Nigel and eMbalenhle. Originally it was a link 
between these two parishes and Christ Church in Glyn Ebwy (Ebbw Vale). When we 
became a ministry area we decided to include the whole ministry area in the link. This 
has enabled us to come together to learn about our communities and raise funds for 
the link, like our South Africa night we held recently. 

 

 

 

         

Every Sunday we pray for our link; that together we can bring our gifts into our 
communities to help us support each other and grow in faith together. It’s not just 
about how we can help them, its about how they can help us too. 
 
We were certainly enriched by our recent visit in November 2023.  We were enriched 
by their community life. The way in which the small community of Nigel pulled together 
in difficult times during covid and since then, struggling to rebuild their community. 
They all had different roles and responsibilities, but they worked together to keep their 
community alive. 

 

 

 

 
        



In eMbalenhle the community was strong and vibrant with lots of energy and 
willingness to improve their lives, but what was lacking were the physical 
resources.  Tad Tony was shown the wonderful kitchen that was built with funds from 
Christ Church and which had been used to provide meals for the children as part of 
the Safe Park scheme. The Scheme provided a safe space for the children after 
school, to received support, friendship and a meal – perhaps the only meal for that 
day. 

Unfortunately, this has stopped, not 
because of lack of volunteers but 
because of lack of resources. They are 
desperate to get it up and running 
again. Next to the church there is a 
climbing frame, which is broken and 
needs repair.  It looked quite 
dangerous, yet the children still play on 
it because they have nothing else.   

 

 

         

These are two areas that we could make a difference by providing assistance.  Even 
with the difficulties the communities are still strong and filled with hope. 

We were privileged to join both parishes for worship. I joined the community in Nigel 
and Tad Tony went to the parish of eMbalenhle. In Nigel, the small multicultural 
congregation of mixed ages, with children and young people, were fully engaged in 
celebrating the Eucharist together with joy. eMbalenhle was also extremely joyful in 
their celebration of the Eucharist and the young people where actively involved in the 
various ministries which they undertook with care and reverence. This ranged from 
altar servers to those who exploded into liturgical dance after communion. They then 
invited Tad Tony to join in, which involved him showing off his Grandad moves. The 
congregation thought this was hysterical. Most of the liturgy in eMbalenhle was done 
in Zulu and the Zulu hymns were sung with enthusiasm and delight.  Most of the 
hymns they knew by heart. 



 

The welcoming atmosphere and the warmth of the communities was truly inspiring 
and infectious, and you didn’t just walk out of Church you bounced out! 
We were provided with food and hospitality afterwards and this is a big part of the 
culture, even if you don’t have much.  What little you have is offered to your guest.   

 

https://youtu.be/8uLY6BBLvNE


Both of us experienced the deep faith of the 
communities we visited.  Theirs is a deep relationship 
with God. It was not a blind faith in God who will sort 
everything out, but a faith which believed that through 
our actions and efforts God will help us sort it out.  No 
problem was too big that it couldn’t be overcome by 
prayer. Their trust in God’s presence within the 
community motivated them, inspired them and 
comforted them. 

 

 

         

These are some of our impressions visiting our wonderful link parishes.  We hope that 
our link will grow stronger in the coming years as we walk together in the light of God, 
as the Zulu hymn says: 
 
Siyahamba ekukhanyeni kwenkos,  
We are walking in the light of God. 
 
We are truly blessed to have link parishes, and we would encourage you to set up a 
link yourself in your own parish or ministry area. 

 

How to Donate - Lent Appeal 

If you would like to donate to the Lent Appeal 2024, you are able to do so in the 
following ways: 

• A cheque made payable to “Monmouth DBF” can be sent to the Diocesan 
Office at 64 Caerau Road, Newport, NP20 4HJ. Please ensure you write “Lent 
Appeal 2024” on the back of the cheque. 

• By bank transfer, including the reference “Lent Appeal 2024” within the 
transaction. 
 

Ministry Areas will already have the diocesan bank details, but if there are any 
queries, or any individuals would also like to donate this way, please contact the 
Diocesan Office on (01633) 267490 who will provide the necessary details. 

 

Archbishop’s Easter message 

tel:01633267490


 

Wales now has a new First Minister. Mr Vaughan Gething takes responsibility for 
leading the government in Wales and speaking for the Labour Party on matters of 
national interest. The challenges we face in Wales of course will require more than the 
efforts of one person however dedicated and resolute their intentions. With a general 
election likely this year the focus on Westminster should not cloud the need for 
transformation within all our communities in Wales. 
 
I’ve been struck by the extraordinary efforts of so many this year who make a 
difference in their communities. I’ve come to know those who volunteer for Parkrun for 
example like David, in his eighties, who is there come wind or rain so that runners can 
participate safely. These unsung heroes whose quiet steady work in the background 
often goes unrecognized affect the fortunes of young and old. The potential for 
blessing others is seldom recognized even though they can be the important things in 
another person’s life. 
 
I am also struck even more by the work of Christians in our churches and chapels who 
share a radical faith which is rich and vibrant. This kind of faith is inspired by a 
personal experience of the Risen Jesus and takes its cue from the way Jesus touched 
the lives of others. I think of Pam who visits in her local care home and spends time 
talking and listening to residents about the things important to them or Frank who 
volunteers to open his local church so that people can come in and pray there. When 
we consider the real challenges we face across the world whether climate change, 
food security, wars or the instability of governments, it is easy to forget how profound 
the personal and individual touch can be. 
 
Few will be expecting the new First Minister to solve all our problems. Indeed the very 
idea that change happens primarily because of political decisions seems tome 



misplaced. What lifts us above the mentality of living for ourselves alone is an 
experience of selfless love. And this is what Easter offers. In the Easter story we see a 
love so great, it breaks through to captivate and win us to service. 
 
May I wish you a Happy Easter and God’s blessing. 
 
+Andrew Cambrensis 

 

2024 Church Times Green Church 

Awards 

 

The Church Times Green Church Awards have two objectives: to celebrate the 
remarkable efforts made in recent years by individuals and congregations to offset the 
damage being done to the earth, and to set good examples before others who might 
be inspired to follow suit. 
 
The 2024 Church Times Green Church Awards are organised jointly with the Church 
of England’s environment programme, the Methodist Church, the Salvation Army, and 
Eco Congregation Scotland. They are open to church groups and church schools of 
any denomination, in the UK and Ireland. 
 
To find out more about the award categories and how to nominate projects please 
read the full article in the Church Times here. 

 

Training and Events 

 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/green-church


Ecumenical Walk of Witness 

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/6b91d780-d3ee-3fb1-de2c-8364d94ccb2b.jpg


Behind Closed Doors: Changing the 
Story of Domestic Abuse 

 

Clergy and interested people are invited to an event in Cardiff on Friday 12th April, 
jointly hosted by the Diocese of Llandaff, Restored, and Mothers Union, to explore the 
role the church can play in speaking up against domestic abuse and supporting 
survivors. This has been motivated by the stark statistic that one in four church-going 
women in England and Wales will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime, but just 
two in seven feel their church is equipped to support them. 
 
Guest speakers will include Revd Dr Helen Paynter from the Centre for the Study of 
the Bible and Violence, and the team from Welsh Women’s Aid.  
 
There will also be a panel discussion/Q&A on the role of the church alongside public 
and third sector organisations,  
 
Lunch will be provided.  
 
All attendees will also receive a free copy of the brand new Welsh Edition of 
Restored’s A Guide for Churches to Address Domestic Abuse.  
 
Further details and how to book can be found here: https://www.restored-
uk.org/wales-conference/ 

 

Save The Date 

https://www.restored-uk.org/wales-conference/
https://www.restored-uk.org/wales-conference/


 

On Saturday May 18th, Bishop Cherry will be leading a service at St Mary's Priory 
Church, Abergavenny, celebrating the life of the diocese. 
 
Tea and coffee will be available from 10am and the service will start at 11am.   
 
This will be a celebration for all ages, including activities for children and youth. It will 
be followed by refreshments and a chance to meet people from across the diocese. 
 
On behalf of Bishop Cherry, we look forward to welcoming as many people as 
possible to join us for this celebration. Abergavenny is a wonderful place for making a 
day of it as well, so please encourage groups to come and enjoy the day! 
 
This service marks the end of our Diocesan 9 Days of Prayer and Mission. For more 
ideas on how to take part in that, take a look here  - Vision in Focus - 9 Days of 
Prayer and Mission.pdf. But remember, everyone is welcome at our celebration 
service in Abergavenny and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Resources 

 

Journey to Net Zero 

https://monmouth.contentfiles.net/media/documents/vision_in_focus_-_9_days_of_prayer_and_mission.pdf
https://monmouth.contentfiles.net/media/documents/vision_in_focus_-_9_days_of_prayer_and_mission.pdf


 

Along with the rest of the Church in Wales, we are working to become Net Zero 
through a series of steps.  This will involve the diocesan office, parsonages, churches 
and churchyards which form part of our wider culture as a diocese and province.  
 
The next step of this journey is to identify the churches in the diocese who have the 
largest carbon footprint so that resources that can be prioritised where they can have 
the most impact. This will be done by completing the Church in Wales Energy 
Footprint Tool which is a simple online survey.  We are mindful that we don’t want to 
create extra work for any of our clergy or volunteers so we are completing as much  of 
this form as we can on behalf of our churches. 
 
Through discussions with Ministry Area Leaders, we have a list of the churches that 
we think have a high energy footprint, based on their size and how often they are 
used. We would like to start completing the Energy Footprint Tool for these churches. 
Although we can do the majority of the work, we might be contacting treasurers to ask 
for some information about energy bills. This will involve asking for a copy of your 
latest bill and some brief information around your tariff. 
 
Although we are prioritising our largest churches for now, all our churches can 
complete the Energy Footprint Tool. You might be interested to discover the carbon 
footprint of your church!  
 
If you have any questions or are interested in completing the Energy Footprint Tool 
yourself, please contact Libby on 07508 801511 or libbymorgan-owen@cinw.org.uk 

 

Prayer for Easter 2024 From CYNNAL 

mailto:libbymorgan-owen@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=


  

 

A prayer for Easter from 
CYNNAL, the 
counselling service 
available throughout 
Wales for clergy, 
ministers of religion, 
Christian workers, and 
their families. 

 

        

CYNNAL deals with all manner of problems and takes a holistic approach that 
addresses the interaction of mind, body, and soul. The service recognises the spiritual 
dimension of life and if appropriate, offers signposting for further spiritual guidance.  

 

Vision in Focus 
Prayer and Mission is at the heart of this edition as we are encouraged to join 
Christians from across the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more people 
to come to know Jesus. From ideas for prayer to plans for outreach work, we have 
loads of resources, ideas and support to help you flourish. 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/eb419473-0fc4-b443-20be-b69a8cf3dd5b.png
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/0db4e334-200b-795f-e4d7-d4e959a84103.png


 

You can view the Vision in Focus on our webpage here. 

 

Hope Together UK: ALIVE 

 

ALIVE is a series of beautifully produced short films which tell the stories of some of 
the people who encountered Jesus after His resurrection and addresses key human 
needs, showing how Jesus’ resurrection still meets those needs for us today. 
 
The series includes:  

• Discussion material for small groups,  
• Resources for children and young people,  
• The Alive book that digs deeper, helping people know Jesus for themselves. 

 
The full series will be available SOON!  

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/news-and-events/vision-in-focus-9-days-of-prayer-and-mission/


 

Click here for more information about ALIVE  

 

Services 

 

 

 
Join us for the following services from the Cathedral, time and links as below: 
 

Maundy Thursday, 28th at 7:30pm here 
Good Friday Liturgy, Friday 29th at 2pm here 

Easter Day, Sunday 31st at 10:30am here 

 

https://equiphub.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad1bd7f4fa50095b27a345fbd&id=5d4cd77074&e=2d5c9bd416
https://youtube.com/live/62OwqOx7JXo
https://youtube.com/live/LrDJwKpLoYg
https://youtube.com/live/oNi4I7jEDS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpWnp57gOGw


Holy Week & Easter 2024 

 

 

Vacancies 

 

New Church Community Hubs 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/7680dbfc-72cd-815f-3a41-426dd42431ea.jpg


 

You are likely to have already heard something about our diocesan evangelism project 
but, now that funding is secured, we want to share with you some details so that you 
have a better understanding of what is planned. This is an exciting project for the 
whole diocese, and we hope that you will all share in that excitement as we bring more 
people to faith and look to welcome new worshippers to the diocesan family. 
 
Monmouth Diocese is planting four new church communities, aimed primarily at 
bringing under-40s to faith. The first two will be launched this year in Chepstow and 
Tredegar, with the remaining two following in 2026 (locations to be decided). The 
churches will be focused on sharing the gospel message with the community and 
creating a ‘family’ within the church for everyone to belong to – including lots of under 
40s. 
 
The landmark £3m project was announced at the start of the year and young people 
and families will be the focus. The funding comes from the Church in Wales’ 
Evangelism Fund, set up six years ago for diocesan projects to help people engage 
with the Christian faith in new and exciting ways. 
 
Work on the project has already begun and we are looking for a great team to 
establish these new worshipping communities, drawing children and families into faith 
and discipleship. 
 
We are currently advertising for Hub Church Plant Leads and Children and Families’ 
Pioneer, details here Jobs - Monmouth Diocese (churchinwales.org.uk). If you 
know anyone who may be interested, please share! For more information, please 
contact Emilymartins@cinw.org.uk  

 

Ministry Area Leader - Netherwent MA 

https://monmouth.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/jobs/
mailto:emilymartins@churchinwales.org.uk?subject=&body=


 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/1735f424-8a85-a1db-a17c-df2b414401f7/Netherwent_MAL_Advert_VS.pdf


Personal Assistant / Ministry Area 
Administrator - Mountain and Marsh MA 

 

Please visit the following link for more information Mountain and Marsh Personal 
Assistant /Administrator Profile 

 

Team Vicar - Mynydd Bedwellte MA 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6320ac968accba1a0343dd3a/t/65e987e11d30b63047767f53/1709803490652/Mountain+and+Marsh_Profile_March24_v0.3.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6320ac968accba1a0343dd3a/t/65e987e11d30b63047767f53/1709803490652/Mountain+and+Marsh_Profile_March24_v0.3.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/c3421ca5-d1db-dce4-07fb-96c730db7aa4/Personal_Assistant_Admin_Mountain_amp_Marsh.pdf


 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/581f6421-d579-5976-5ebf-d968726d4865/MYNYDD_BEDWELLTE_advert_March_2024.pdf


Canon for Worship and Congregational 
Life (Precentor-Pastor) - Newport 
Cathedral 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/files/80fad4f2-f6af-0b80-4ddf-983cb8652d6e/Canon_Precentor_Pastor_advert_2024_VS_2_.pdf


 

House for Duty Priest - North 
Monmouthshire MA 



 

 

For a downloadable and printable version of this email please click here. 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/b3afd1b0d0adb8d4215f17201/images/f0d8c6b6-254e-4e7e-8971-00c1c600fba1.png


You can find the one-stop-shop for all you need to know and this week's updates 
here. 
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